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The Protection of Women in Olympic and Amateur Sports Act

Introduced by Rep. Greg Steube (FL-17), The Protection of Women in Olympic and Amateur Sports Act
protects the integrity of women's athletics by ensuring that amateur sports governing bodies preserve fair
competition and equal opportunities for female athletes. This legislation amends the Ted Stevens Olympic and
Amateur Sports Act to clarify that biological males may not compete in athletic events designated for women

and girls.

The Problem

Policies governing eligibility for women's athletic categories have varied across sports organizations, creating
an ongoing national debate over fairness, safety, and competitive opportunity for female athletes. Supporters
of this legislation argue that allowing biological males to compete in female categories can create physical
and competitive advantages that affect women's opportunities to qualify, advance, earn medals, and receive
recognition. With the United States preparing to host the 2028 Summer Olympics, the legislation seeks to

establish a clear federal standard for protecting sex-based categories in Olympic and amateur athletics.

What the Bill Does
e Amends the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act to establish clear eligibility standards for female

athletic competitions.

e Allows amateur sports governing bodies to restrict participation in women's sporting events to biological
females.

e Ensures that national governing bodies responsible for Olympic and amateur athletics may adopt and
enforce policies that protect women's categories.

* Applies to organizations that govern amateur athletic competition in the United States, including sports
connected to Olympic and Paralympic competition.

* Restores certainty and consistency for sports organizations seeking to maintain separate women's athletic

divisions.

Why It Matters

Women and girls have benefited from decades of progress that expanded athletic opportunities and increased
participation in sports at every level. Supporters of this legislation argue that maintaining separate female
athletic categories is essential to preserving fair competition, athlete safety, and equal opportunity. As the
United States prepares to host the 2028 Summer Olympics, proponents contend that clear national standards
are needed fo ensure female athletes can compete on a level playing field and that women's sports continue
to provide meaningful opportunities for future generations. The bill seeks to reinforce the original intent of
sex-based athletic categories and protect the integrity of women's competition across Olympic and amateur

sports.

For more information about The Protection of Women in Olympic and Amateur Sports Act, contact Reed
Powell, Legislative Director for Congressman Greg Steube at (202)225-5792 or reed.powellemail.house.gov.
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